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Summer in the Shropshire Hills

Canthere be anywheréetter for cycling than ta Shropshire Hilis
summef All you need is an Ordnance Survey Map, a canaebicycle and
to stop and look The area has been settled and farmed for thousands
years. There is a sense of continuity and plenty of evidence of this in
landscape.Prehistoridorts occupy every other hilltop, agd2 dz R2 y O
look far foragesold churches, medieval castles, manor houses, and th
guietest villages under th&un.A long weekend at Bishops Castle in Jul)
provided the chance to visit the wAlldwer rich churchyards of Clunbury, a
Hopesay, which the modern world seems to have largely bypassed. (
LISNFSOG adzyYSNXRaA Y2NYAYy3A ¢ Sheedyed
the Long Mynd to Wentor, Bridges, and Rattlinghope. Then the route Ig
Linley Hall (abovein its own parkland north of Bishops Castlledto the
hamlets of Norbury andMore (below)with their Norman and early English
churches and timbeframed farmhouses.




~ Runs List~

www.anfieldbc.co.uk

Saturday runs (lunch at 1215hrs)

September 17 Carden Arms Tilston

24 The Britannia Halkyn
October 1 Sandstone Restaurant (Copper Mine) Brown Knowle

8 AGM 1130hrs Coddington Village Hall

147 16 Autumn Tints: Cain Valley Hotel Llanfyllin

22 Beeston Castle Hotel Tiverton

29 The Buck Bangor on Dee
November 5 The Raven Llanarmonyn-lal

12 Dysart Arms Bunbury

19 The Pheasant Burwardsley

26 Committee Meeting1130) Coddington Village Hall
December 3 The Griffin Trevalyn

10 Miners Arms Maeshafn

17 Carden Arms Tilston

28 (Wednesday) Red Lion Parkgate

Note there will be no runs on 24 and 31 December

January 7

The Buck Bangor orDee

CLOSING DATE FOR NEXT CIRCULAR:26 Novembef011

2011- 2012Subscriptions- DUE NOW -
21 and over £15; Junior £7.50; Family member £1; C¥®arty insurance £12 by Standing Order
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Racing Results

Rhyl CC 25, 26" June 2011: Geraint Catherall 1:12:19

Birkenhead North End CC 25 10" July 2011: Graham
Thompson 58.09; Geraint Catherall 1.09.43 (lan DNF
puncture)

Shropshire CCA / WCTTA 10017" July 2011: Geraint
Catherall 5:18:38

Mersey RC 24 Hour 23/24 July 2011: Geraint Catherall
358.77 miles. Geraint comments: the weather was dry,
though at night down towards Shawbury the temp erature
dropped so it was noticeably cooler in Shawbury than at
Espley. There was a strong headwind from the north ,
which made it harder when heading northwards. The
winner was: Philip Kelman (Deeside Thistle CC) with
479.192 miles. (Geraint finished 27" of 43 finishers.)

National 12 Hour Championships 14 August 2011: Geraint
Catherall 198.30 miles (68™)

North Shropshire Wheelers 25, 28 August 2011: Graham
Thompson 59:22; Geraint Catherall 1:10:18; Ben Griffiths- early seaso(photo: Keith Orum)
Ben Giriffiths 1:15:22.

Li ver peoskflineseeron t he ABCO4o-C@éstrideanlJulyCo a st

Autumn Tints Weekend

The Cain Valley Hotel, Llanfyllin, is the venudor the weekend of 1416
October On-roadand off-road rides are proposeBrices per night are:

Single room £45, twin £35, family £30 with dinner on Saturday
evening (+)£16.96. Tobook,p | e a s eavalitamtlielast miautedi t g
not fair either to the hotel or to organiser Tecwyn.

So contact 7ecwyn Williams NOW




Clubruns

Bhurtpore Inn, Aston by Wrenbury - 18th June 2011

Two centuries backCombermerdbbey,
just down the road from th@hurtpore

Inn, orfiBurtied aslocals call it was one
of Che s hdounbySeatstger e a t
home ofField MarshallSir Stapleton
Cotton, £'Viscount CombermereHe

was a force to be reckoned with
especially if you were on the wrong sjde
andhe still isa formidable presence in
the County You can see him resplendent
in theuniform of Empire ly the entrance
to Chester Castlastridehis horse while

his ghostis said tchauntCombermeg
Abbey His claim to fame was the
successful besieging in 1826 of the previously unconquerable fort of Bharatpur,
India. In those daythefB u r twasealledhe Red Lionbutit was renamed in
celebration othevictory. Now, the pub is a place of pilgrimage for real ale
enthusiasts and aficionados of good curriBst notalasfor members of the ABC
on a day of unpredictable torrentialvdapours Supporting theclubrun wereBill
Graham(propose of the veme) andthe Editorial twg who after lunch, explored
field pathsby the infant River Weavenearby
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Before you ask, thecouseand cottage psewere excellent, and home made

Tasty, very tasty Also looking good weréhe salads and prawn sandwiches,

which Geraint and Bill opted forQuipsaside the café in thgleasant landscaped
grounds of the Petso6 Censereleomggandup t he
provides excellent foqdas other cyclists have discovered before Aysart from

Geraint and Bill Graham, both on bikes, Len Walls trecEditord party of three
supported the vere.

The Pheasant, Burwardsley - 2nd July 2011

With warm dry weather promised, | set out from Sychdyn at@l@ck. My route
took me through New Brighton and Ewloe to Broughton, before heading into the
lanes through DoddlestorBetween Tevalyn ard Holt | saw many other cyclists,
some heading in my directipathers the oppositway. At Farndon | turned left
down Pump Lane to the A4Which,towards Broxtonwas closed for rsurfacing
making itunusually quiet.| headed through Tattenhall Burwardsley.

Ben was already theréaMe chatted about the recent time trials and the unfortunate
death of Karl Austin (Congleton C@ho wasa regular competitor in the Anfield
100 and many West Cheshire events, often riding a fixed wBesl was sooon

his way,but | waited behinde  a a gtoup of three cyclistppeared Bill

Graham, Lee Nichols antbny Pickles. My return route took mbackthrough
Tattenhall to Holtfrom where headcdthrough Doddleston and Kinnerton to
Buckley, and finaly Sychdyn.

Geraint Catherall

The Buck, Bangor-on-Dee - oth July 2011

The top of Kelsall Hillwasthe starting pointoday With visibility good, you

could seg¢he whole of the route tBangoron-Dee, or at least the countryside
aroundthe village twentymiles away This summerCheshire is very green and
luxuriant, andthe morningporomised enjoyableycling, despite some big clouds in
the sky Sadly21® centurylanesarenot traffic-free: so you need your wigbout
you. Still for most of theide it was quiet. GeraintCatherall Bill Graham, and
Ben Griffiths were the others supportitige run with Mary completing the
Editorial party, following a morning in Chester.

We sa outsidethe Buckunder theawning, even when the heavens openede Th
downpourde ayed Bill 6s departure, but Ger ai
would have been drenched. Ten minutes later the sun wamnbdadryingthe

ground. But thunder rumbled in theistanceand the sky darkened asrestorm
cloudsrolledin from the west So br Mary and methe plannedwalk on field

paths north of thevillage changednto an exploration of Worthenbugnd its

church, a very peaceful spot, withvely views acrossvater meadowio the

Welsh hills



Worthenbury

The Red Lion, Parkgate - 16t July 2011

With torrential rain and blustery wisgthis Saturday morning wasorelike
autumnthan July: not a promising ddgr the clubrun

John Wi lliamson was already in the Red
arrived. TherNigel Fellows walked irwith Alison, her hand and arin plaster

mendinga broken finger. Keith and Pippa Orum were next, and last Geoff Sharp
who hadriddendown from Little Nes®etween showersine in total. | think we

upset the applecartfortheandl ady who had expected a
they all ordered fish disheso, she was
regulars.

Despite its quirks, or perhaps because of theeptub isnjoyable. Ad the view

from the loungeas wonderful. Tmough the windowon the marshes wspotted

egrets, shags, herons, bldtlke a d e d agnudl Ilwse éwer enYodt even
could birdwatch all day in comfort with a pint and pair of binocul@osn here

The Weskh hills came and wenaskink blacksquallswasheddown the estuary.
When it was clear it was very clearith every tree, field and building from
Bagillt Bank to Halkyn Mountain, and more, visible in detail



Mersey Road Club 24 start, Farndon - 23 July 2011

Before heading to the MRC starteth Ed i t or 6 s inpearbytHglatl unc h e d
Bel |l i sb6s Gahe ha miexdelem,totrtoelay the service was leisurely

At the startBill Graham and Ben Griffiths weren hando speedserainton his

way,sd of ¢ our s aadwkeater whawdifullg provided the necessary

supportfor the ensuing 24 hours\ith Keith Orumtiming on the fnishing circuit

on Sunday,and John Lahiff out and aboiliat wasas far as we knowhe extent

of theA B C in&lvement in the evenhis year

The Raven, Llanarmon -yn-lal - 30 July 2011

Attending both the clubrun and a birthday lunch at the Rexgsthe aim today

Sadly, in respect of the clubrun the only other supporters Bere Bettaney and
President Bill Despitethe poor turnoutpeverthelesa most pleasant and

convivial couple ofhours passed The conversation ranged far and wideom

the contrasting roles and fortunes of George Hirecaipd Lance Armstrong in the

world of professional cyclingsi a t he restorati otmtheof t he
secrets of therizewinning homemade jamivento the Presideriiy Mary.

The birthday luncltame nextat whichyour Editold s  pvare theyguests of

Ken, formely minister of St Oswal@, Lower Peoveand his wife Maureen,
whose birthday we were celebratingenisoneof he Ci mostavidar 6 s
readers, and we were delighted to be able to introduce him to Dave andhBill, w
are now more than just nameshim i Wi thesBenumbers, youclubrunis like a
Church of Englandnid-week congregatian, s a. iHdw tridee n

Beeston Castle Hotel, Tiverton - 6 August 2011

The weather forecasasl it would be ahit or miss dayor rain, on the strength of
which the Knutsford Twochose machines with mudguaidB®obbin and Muffin.

Theride westwardakesa routeknown to the Anfield for more than a century
lanes all the waylLach Dennis, Davenharivioulton, across the Weaver
Navigationvi a t he 0 toaWhitegatasgtheto LittiekBadworth Eaton
andBeeston Today helane to Davenharwas closedexcept to pedestrianfor
railway bridge replacemenBut where pedestrians go, cyclists can tdbien
Oulton Park diverted attentianherewe snuck in briefly at th&nickerbrook
entrance to watch prE966 Aston Martins, Jaguars, Porches, Austin Healagd
Mustang racing round the traclkure nostalgigust like the organisers said

The Castle Hotel is open agaand he new tenant®f one week) are helpful and
welcoming. Buthe placeas not yet what it once was, either in termsaaibiance

or quality of food. St i lerterpriseBen ear | vy
Griffiths and Geraint were first arrivals, and the party was compleeni@ave
Bettaneyand Bill Grahanwalked in:we were &, and all on bikesHomeward,

Alan Orme and Editorode withDave and Bill to Christletgrwhere a cup of tea

and transport back to Knutsford awaitekhd na a drop ofrainfell.



The Bull, Shocklach - 13t August 2011

Snow and ice explain poor attendances in the
winter months, buin August? Still- five are
better than four, and a chatty hour in the best
tradition of Anfield moots was the reward. The
. Bull has changed handgain Nevertheless
w’; : the newtenants were welcomingBen
gt HLLL Griffiths joined Geraint Catherall for the last

' mile to lunch, and Editor Birchall rode with
Geraint for the last two miles. But Bill Graham
missed the threesome by a couple of minutes,
having taken a wrong turn in Holt.

After lunch it was a walklong the lane® St
Edithdés church. The vVview
were wonderfulandcrystal ckari southwest

you could see beyond the Berwyns to Aran
Ffawddwy south of Bala, whilEsclusham Mountain artle country around
Mineralooked close enough to touch.

The Ice Cream Farm, Tattenhall - 20t August 2011

Despite the pleasant late summer weather Daeslunable to go on the clubrun,
as the painter had not finished work on the hotgé.this venue is popular with
my Mum, and visiting Chester anywalydecided to attendBen who had been
and gone by 11a.mis right- this place is just too popular during school holidays
Initially in the crowded cafethought nootherAnfielderswereout There were
justacouple ofseasto spard and they happened to be next to a cytlisd we
secured themChatting we learnt thatve were seated with Alex Young and that
hehad cycled from KnutsfordAs a child, he said, hearshalled with his father
on the Anfield 10 course when it was run nebletTanat valleyFellow marshks
included Dave Barker and his fathé&tow Alex cycles with the South Manchester
clubsandis still in contact with Dave.

Whilst we were eating$pottedGeraint collecting a food orderand hejoined

Dave Bdtaney outsidewith Nigel and Alison Fellowsrriving subsequently.

After finishing ourlunch we went outo say hello andb explainDavid's absence.
MB



The Griffin, Tre valyn - 27t% August 2011

Once upon a time a friend was kesmintroducing his young family to cycling. |
told him about the Anfi eibvlemBeCdvery appr oa
Saturday at a comfortable pub, occasionally a café, in the quiet countryside of
Cheshire or North Walefe aBWedrenWWbeye
|l ive or choosedo was the reply. ADo yo
want too was the reply. T handsomkadeshigp o f
as important as the ride, seems difficult for outsiders to grasp. My friend decided
that thearrangemenivas ideally suited to anyone who wanted to introduce a

young family togenialandwelcomingcycling that spans generatianSadly he

lived too far avay to joinus- a shame reallybecause we would have been just

right And t o dtaggtdesvouty daveitted the bill exactly. Present were

two families,the Twiggs andheBirchalls. No one ineithergroupwasriding, but

at least we were suppong the two members, Geraint Catherall and Ben Griffiths,

who were.And it is better to attendlubrunsby car than not at all.

Katie Twigg twenty
months was the star
of the day With her
mum and dad
(Rebecca and Stuart)
and grandparents
(Mike and P§ she
chattered happily on
her first Anfield
clubrun, delightfully
entertainingus all.
Gerant Catherall and
Ben Griffithswere
trialling tomorrow, so
were first away after
lunch. But not before
Benhadhelped your
Editor put names to
faces in a large
number of photos
from John Williamson.

It was difficult weatherfor cycling. Chester had been on the receiving end of a
violent thunderstorm overnight, with n P a t ,éesmonsoon of g The
morninghad not beemuch bettei and it was a surme that there had been any
takers for the run, bikes or noWith the succession of fierce showesisowingno
sign of abatingthe two cyclingwould have been lucky t@ach home without the
need for capes.

DDB
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Coddington Village Hall (Committee Meeting) - 3rd September 2011

On Friday afternoothe phone rang it wasDave Bettaneya s ki nlger e sV t h
cl ubr un tMymeply: NGoddihgion Village Hall1130a.m.,Committee

Meetingi and y o u 0 r esitiwon praceedirgsSarawiches antkaare

provided thanks to Knutsford WIl t 6 sery anjoyableandCoddington isa

lovely spot. All members welcom€p mmi tt ee or not 0. Dave
cautious il t 6s t oo easy to endaup be s$a&edCo

Well he must have been reassyregeicause he slipped in at the back of the room
while proceedingsvereundeway, havi ng ri dden out from
cycle path to Chestghen through Aldford andownthe lanefrom Churton.

One ofthe more delightful items discussed at the meeting, was the return to the

Club of the silver salvewhich waspresentedy member¢o Harry Poole on his

marriage in 1912. Tocelebrateh e s al venmn d st o ettawwaant Har ry
memory,it was decidd that we should serve glasses oftjpn the said salver at

the Autumn Tints weekend, following Sa

After the meetingDaverecalkeda lovely anecdotéold to him by Hubert Buckley,
many yearsag@a bout t he Anf i.eOnedofold@edmbersd@r | y da:
Siddeley, lated® BaronKenilworth, was a founder oirmstrongSiddeley

Motors, anda pioneeiin the manufacture of aircraftn his youthSiddeleywas a
formidable racing manding in Anfield coloursHis cycling career coincided with
the earliest days of motoring. And he made good use of the new techniwiogy.
pursuitof distance and plaet®-placerecords according to Huberhewould
instruct his butlef driverto chauffeur hinmto a suitable spot from whetbke

record attemptould be started with tail windthe betterd assure succes$here
was also the rumowbout how one membar those preVW1 dayswho

willingly donaing large sums to the Prize Fungkar after yeamvas blackballed
for nonpayment of suband thrown out

New Club Kit

Readers will recall the proposal for
were invited, and we apologise for the delay. However there have been problems
suppliers who have let us down. Hopefully that is now sort&dit the delay ha given
us the opportunity to improve the design. The thought is to uggtiernbased on Radio
Shackd6s cur daednatp tteedam ok itthe Anfi el dbés b
promote our OABCO |l ogo rat her homawrhardlyh
ever use their full name). OAnfi el d
of us live anywhere near Anfieldl, and the word § too closely associated with Liverpog
football (especially to kamikaze motorists in East Chesh)reWith our roots in
Northwest England and Wales it might be a good idea to say. simterestingly the Club
once had aits emblem a Welsh dragorampant, and we use the crests of Lancashire
and Cheshire on club medals

11
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Harry Poole stoker to W R Tafat the Glan Aber Hotel, BetwsCoed, Easter 189

From time to time, and to odelight, new Anfield history appears unexpectedly.

Il n June a solicitorods |l etter dropped t
up the storyl looked at the envelope with great trepidation. But on opening it

fear turned to instant joy. Thsmlicitor had written on behalf of Miss Alwen Poole

in whose possession was a silver salver that had been presented by the ABC to her
father, Harry Poole, on the occasion of his wedding in 1912. Rather than let the
salver disappear into anonymity, Missdf® wanted to return it. The outcome

was a visit to Formby with flowers for Miss Poole; and the inscribed salver is now
safely in the archive.

A member from 1895 to 1940, Harry Pool
straightaway. In the 1896 BordeauRais race, he and Alf Deakin were among

the tandem pacefer fellow Anfielder Billy Neason, who finished”4d wi t h fiDoc
Carlisle 6"). The race endeaimid contoversy that their French rivals had cheated

the Anfield men out of winning rides in reprisatfo GP Mi | | 6s vi ctor

12



1892, eventduring which it was saidhe disregarded French hospitality,
preferring to race rather than be wined, dined and entertained en route

As an ABC committeeman Harry was Secretary (1899) and Captain ({1906

1909; and timed eventas an RRA and NRRA timekeegder over thirty years.

When he married (6 June olbeHal2of membees,aCi r c
small token of esteem, subscribed for by them, has been sent to him. The
presentation took the form afsolid silver salver with a suitable inscription in the
centred .He died in 1943, and among those paying tribute to his memory were G

H Stancer (CTC Presidengnd T W MurphyEditor The Irish Cyclist

T O e I
_s-':“‘.{ 2 I 2y

: | o AR RN Tl T T SR 2.
(Left) On an Ariel Motortrike, at Lakevyrnwy, ABC August tour, 1900; armght), timing the
Anfield 50 in 1904.

Peter Catherall receives thearry Poolesalver from Miss Poole
13



e-Clips

1 In the June Circular something went wron
with Stuart Twiggo
on the 2011 100 Staine. Hopefully
glitches are now s

1 Our friends in theéscottishVeteranCycle
Clubhavebeen guests on
Weekend for the past two years, and we
have shown them what Wales offers. For
next year, 20 22 April, they haveasked if
we would like to accept their hospitalitg
return. Aweekend visit to the Island of
Butein the Firth of Clyde is proposed.he
island's sceneng beautiful,andits setting
is Highland in charactewith quiet (and
unhilly) roads to exploreTwo rideshave
been suggestedne on Bute itseH and another to Colintraiyé¢he latter
involving a smalfferry ride across the Kyldsr a ride on the Cowal Peninsula
and possibly the chance to visit Paul Morley's cycle museum at Glendattiel
you would lke to join us, let David Birchall know.

1 From Dave Barker (July): I'ieist heard through the Seamorec€book that
Ron Spencedied last night after suffering a heart attack. He was a multiple
Anfield 100 winner as well as national 12 champion; we bothtsm in the
Johnny Helms Classic in October. He was always round the Cheshire lanes, a
popular and welliked bikerider, apart from being a very fast one.

1 As mentioned elsewhere, sadly, we have to report the death of Karl Austin,
Congleton CC, in a cli$ion with a lorry on the A50 dual carriageway at
Epswall, Derby, during an evening time trial at the end of June. Karl was well
known to the Anfield for his outstanding fixeeheel rides in the 100. Our
thoughts and condolences are with his family eog.

1 From Chris Shortewith a new Czec address
We still have the house in the mountains but
have decided not to live there in the winter
too many mornings when we found a metre
of new snow on the track between ourselves
and oumeighbours 100 metres away and a
nearly buried car on the parking spot. Mind
you, one of our neighbouysod houses ha

more snow piled up around it than ours!
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